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Takes on the Rangers

FIELD GUN REVIEW
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"BEST RANGER COM
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:

ake a new pistol out of its box and subject it to field
conditions in the hands of some of the toughest
most dedicated men in the US. Army and it will
either fail the test or pass on its own merits
Otherwise nearly identical in features to the full-§iz
HK45, Heckler & Koch has introduced the new HK453
C Compact with a slim-line grip profile. It could befjust

another pistol, but H&K has such f: n its perfor-

mance and durability that it donated new guns to the

Army for its 2011 Best Ranger Competition April 15-

eorgia.
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The Army’s Best
Ranger Competition
is no place for sissies.
Three days of grueling
work and lack of sleep
wash out 60% of the
participants.

The competition consists of enough
physical and mental tasks to make a fight-
er in the octagon beg for mercy. Over the
three days the Army intentionally provides
very little rest or nourishment. Historically
60 percent of the two-man teams drop out
due to injury, dehydration or exhaustion.

This event tests both men and their
gear.

Day two. of the Best Ranger Compe-
tition features an endurance event that
is billed simply as “Day Ranger Stakes”
Upon command a team begins a series of
competitive challenges while fully outfit-
ted including helmet and protective vest:
firing the M4, hauling 200-pound skeds
over obstacles and through culverts, firing
combat shotguns off-hand and firing pis-
tols from prone positions through a small
ground-level slot.

Is the pistol up to it? ., .

gundigest.com

The HK-45 C was
dunked in water,
abused in heat and
mud, and fired from
difficult positions and

. X e came through without
asrvassrs  a hitch.
HK45C — Compact | HK45 Difference

Width (inches) 1.14 1.42 0.28 - 20%

Height (inches) 5.06 5.83 0.77 - 13.2%

Weight (pounds ~ 1.78 1.94 0.16 - 8.2%

w/empty magazine)

Barrel (inches) 3.90 4.53 0.63 - 13.9%

QAL (inches) 7.20 7.52 0.32 -4.2%

The Pistol by competitors in the Best Ranger Contest.

The HK-45 Compact, chambered for
A45ACP, has numerous features that will
interest tactical operators, law enforce-
ment officers and even competition shoot-
ers. Here’s how it stacks up compared to
the HK45 from which it is derived:

Barrels for the Compact are made in a
cold-hammer forging process giving rise
to steel with improved strength which
means it holds its straightness tolerances
even under stressed conditions. The HK45
series also uses a proprietary HK O-ring
barrel for precise barrel-to-slide lockup
and repeatable accuracy.

HK’s unique internal mechanical re-
coil reduction system reduces the force
of recoil.

H&K spec sheets note that anticipat-
ed service life for the HK45-C is 20,000
rounds, which should be more than
enough for any training, deployment or
home-defense situation.

Both the HK45 Compact and full-size
HK45 use an improved USP-style control
lever, a combination safety and de-cock-
ing lever. The lever is frame-mounted and
is quickly accessible; it has a positive stop
and returns to the “fire” position after de-
cocking.

Back at the contest...
The HK-45C did all that wa's asked of it

The pistol was dunked in the water, abused
in the heat and mud, fired from various
positions at typical combat pistol distances
and came through without a hitch.

Officially, the Rangers were barred from
evaluating any supplied products during
or after the competition, but several com-
petitors noted that they were enthusiastic
about the comfortable feel and ease of tar-
get acquisition with new HK-45C.

Suggested retail price is $1,147 for the
DA/SA model with control lever and
$1,237 for the LEM enhanced DAO model
without control lever. Heckler & Koch is
currently building the HK45C at HK’s new
American manufacturing facility in New-
ington, New Hampshire.
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